
  21 May 2018

                                                              SOLWAY FORESTS NETWORK BEGINNINGS…….                   

Solway Forests Red Squirrel Network started in August 
2017. We have been meeting on a bi-monthly basis with 
SSRS and although progress was slow at the start we are 
beginning to settle into a core group of individuals with 
roles and responsibilities. The project area encompasses 
the Solway forests along the coast from Dumfries to 
Dalbeattie and a little further west to pick-up Palnackie 
with our northern boundary following the A711. The 
forests are largely managed by FCS but there are plenty of 
privately owned woodland plots in between. Up until the 
last circa 18 months we have enjoyed a healthy red 
squirrel population but the grey squirrel has now begun to 
infiltrate.   The main front-line for grey incursion is on our 
eastern boundary south-west of Dumfries where SSRS 
squirrel control effort caught 22 greys in the New Abbey 
Coast Area on its first attempt. Local residents of New 
Abbey are very concerned and regular reports of greys are 
recorded in Mabie and Shambellie wood. We are 
developing a strategy in liaison with SSRS to deal with 
grey squirrel control in our project area. A questionnaire 
was devised and door dropped to 500 households across 
the project area inviting people to tell us about their red 
and grey squirrel population visiting their gardens or in 
their local area and to let us know of any road black spots. 
The feedback from these forms has helped us to direct our 
trap setting to manage the grey incursion.
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SFRSN Update 

The Solway Forests Area 
has, up until quite recently, 
been a grey squirrel free 
zone and we have been 
fortunate enough to enjoy a 
healthy red squirrel 
population. Unfortunately, 
we have been receiving 
increasing records of grey 
squirrels and red squirrels 
with squirrelpox near to our 
area. We are working 
closely with SSRS to try to 
control the situation by 
deploying traps in areas 
where we have the most 
prolific records, which is 
along our project boundary 
with Dumfries in the east. 
Grey squirrels are 
approaching our area both 
from the south in England 
and the north in Central 
Scotland, so we have a 
challenging job on our 
hands. Members of our 
group will be receiving 
training in trap deployment 
and grey squirrel dispatch 
so we can increase the 
current effort to protect our 
red squirrel population. If 
you have grey squirrels 
visiting your garden on a 
regular basis and would be 
happy to host a squirrel trap 
please contact us on 
solwayforestsrsn@gmail.com 


If you would be interested in 
joining the group to help us 
with this work then please 
also let us know.
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We will also be setting-up spring feeder boxes to help us 
detect greys and to assess red squirrel status. 


                                                                                        


Our main achievements so far have been the receipt of 
two grants: one of £100 from Dalbeattie Initiative and the 
other of £200 from Red Alert. Also, Helen Bell, a resident 
in Dalbeattie, raised £68.50 from her regular quiz. These 
funds will be used to purchase grey squirrel control 
equipment including cameras. We have a project email 
address and will be devising a Facebook page.


Official Logo Launch 

A huge thank you to the two pupils from Dalbeattie High 
School for the brilliant winning logo design (press release 
and coverage with more details to follow!), chosen from 
several excellent designs submitted by  students from the 
school to the Network. Their design was then prepared for 
publishing by Chris Staple, a graphic artist and supporter 
of red squirrels from Somerset!
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 HELP! 

Solway Forests Red Squirrel 
Network


Fundraising/Awareness 
Raising Activities 2018


Red Squirrel Photographic 
Competition for 2019 Calendar 
- details about to be released 
to the press/ posters made.

Please take part/ persuade 
others to take part/ spread the 
word now. When it's published 
we'll need people to sell it!


Sunday 15th July - Sponsored 
Fun Run in Dalbeattie Forest 
with Woodland Animal theme - 
children and adult sections.

We will require:

People to meet and greet/ be 
on the stall in the car park;

Marshalls at junctions and at 
the water stops;Timekeepers;

People to take part/ persuade 
others and produce 
documents and posters.


Week beginning 13th August - 
Squirrel Trail for children in 
Dalbeattie Town Wood and 
Pop-Up Shop with Activities 
on 15th/16th August

We will require:

People to run an activity by the 
loch;

People to be in the shop

selling and running activities;

People to put up the clues in 
the forest, check they are still 
there each morning, take them 
down at the end of the week.


Saturday 10th November - 
Coffee Morning in Dalbeattie 
Town Hall

We will need:

People to collect/ request 
prizes and donations;

People to take responsibility 
for stalls;

People to set up/clear away.


If you are able to help with any 
of these activities, please let us 
know at:

solwayforestsrsn@gmail.com 
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Results from Local Red Squirrel Survey 
The Solway Forests Red Squirrel Network wanted to gain a better understanding of the local 
distribution of Red squirrels, so we decided to formulate a simple questionnaire and deliver it to 
as many properties that not only backed onto Dalbeattie town woods but also along the Solway 
Coast (from Dalbeattie to Sandyhills taking in Kippford and Rockcliffe). To date over 400 
questionnaires (within this catchment) have been delivered. 6 questions were asked; Do Red 
squirrels visit your garden/Do you provide food for wildlife/Do Red squirrels have to cross the 
road to get to your garden/Have you seen a squirrel road fatality/Have you seen grey squirrels in 
your garden/Have you seen grey squirrels in your local area.


The response has been overwhelming with nearly a quarter of the questionnaires returned. This 
has enabled us to start mapping Red squirrel locations and getting a fuller picture of their 
distribution within this area.


As we were getting a number of reports of Grey squirrel sightings in the New Abbey area a 
further 120 questionnaires were delivered to properties around Mabie Forest, Kirkconnell Flow 
and Shambellie Wood. Although Red squirrel sightings were relatively low, Grey squirrel 
sightings (particularly around the Kirkconnell Flow area) had increased. 


The importance of the questionnaire has not only shown and indicated Red and Grey squirrels 
sightings and locations but also the importance of that 1 to 1 contact with Red squirrel 
enthusiasts. To help us monitor how our red squirrel population is faring over the long term, we 
are establishing a Red Squirrel Garden Survey. Each month we would like participants to 
record more intimate details of those red squirrels that visit their garden. If you would like to take 
part please email the group on solwayforestsrsn@gmail.com 


Squirrelpox Update 

Saving Scotland's Red Squirrels are advising vigilance after a recent outbreak of squirrelpox in 
woodland at Heathhall, Dumfries. Squirrelpox is a devastating virus which has a 95% fatality rate 
in red squirrels. Grey squirrels are carriers of this virus but are not affected by it. Seropositive 
(pox carrying) grey squirrels are known to be present throughout South Scotland and there could 
be future disease outbreaks at any time.  Symptoms of the disease include pus-filled lesions on 
the face (particularly around the eyes and mouth), paws and genitalia with squirrels often 
showing signs of disorientation, lack of coordination and lethargy.


To help prevent the further spread of the squirrelpox virus, it is imperative that grey squirrel 
numbers are kept as low as possible to reduce the chances of them coming into contact with 
red squirrels and passing on the virus. To this end, Saving Scotland's Red Squirrels staff are 
working with the Solway Forests Red Squirrel Network to control grey squirrels. 


If you would like to help prevent any further outbreaks, it is best to disinfect any bird or squirrel 
feeders you have with an anti-viral disinfectant such as Virkon which is available at your local 
farm shop.

If you see a red squirrel showing symptoms of the squirrelpox virus, dead or alive,  please 
contact Saving Scotland's Red Squirrels on 01556 611 288 or at 
sjohnstone@scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk. For all other sightings of red or grey squirrels please visit 
scottishsquirrels.org.uk.  If you are interested in getting involved with the work of the Solway 
Forests Red Squirrel Network, please contact us at solwayforestsrsn@gmail.com   Or get in 
touch with local Community Engagement Officer, Sarah Cooper, on 07342 035 332 or at 
scooper@scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk
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