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RED SQUIRREL FUN RUN IN DALBEATTIE FOREST


                                                                                                     
If you went down to the woods on 15th July you will have 
been sure of a big surprise, as the Network was holding 
its first Fun Run! There were three different routes to cater 
for all abilities, and we would like to say a huge THANK 
YOU to all those who took part walking, running or mar-
shalling. Well done to John, first back from the 
Heartstane. We raised just over £80 on the day. Also 
thank you to Stewartry Sports Council, Co-operative 
Stores Dalbeattie and Tesco Castle Douglas for their gen-
erous donations.


Contact us on solwayforestsrsn@gmail.com


  

SFRSN Update
It has been one year now since 
the formation of the SFRSN and 
a lot has been achieved in that 
time, particularly over the past 
six months.  The group has a 
dedicated Fundraising team 
who have initiated a number of 
events to raise funds in support 
of the group’s objectives to 
protect our local red squirrel 
populations. This has included 
various events to engage the 
local community in fun activi-
ties such as a Fun run in Dal-
beattie town wood where local 
and visiting families and even 
their dogs took part to help 
raise funds. Our squirrel trail 
was a big hit with over one 
hundred participants while our 
stint at Dalbeattie’s pop-up 
shop managed to raise over 
£200 with support of donations 
of goods from Colvend Church 
sale. You can read all about 
these events in this month’s 
newsletter. Stephanie Johnston 
has provided an update on the 
current situation regarding the 
grey squirrel’s impact on our 
red squirrel population (back 
page) and the group has been 
actively supporting SSRS in 
their efforts to control the sit-
uation through the deployment 
of traps and dispatch pro-
gramme.  We are always keen 
to involve new members to the 
group to help with events and 
grey squirrel control so please 
get in touch with us if you are 
interested in supporting our 
efforts.  
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Dalbeattie School Pupils Receive Prize for Logo 
Design

Logo Design Success For Dalbeattie High School Students


Two twelve year old students from Dalbeattie High School will be seeing their 
work displayed across the whole Solway Forests area of South West Scot-
land, after winning a logo design competition organised by the Network.


Jack Wright and Troy Nir , from teacher Mrs Paterson’s S1 Skills Group,  cre-
ated a colourful and innovative design which was judged to be the best of 
several excellent entries. The winning design will be used on all the publica-
tions and promotional material for SFRSN.


The winners received gift vouchers to spend on a prize of their own 

choice. These were presented at Dalbeattie Learning Campus on Tuesday 
19th June.


Jean Ennis, spokesperson for SFRSN,  acknowledged the very high quality of 
competition entries and commented that :


“ It was extremely hard to pick a winner, but Jack and Troy’s design stood out 
; and will greatly help in the creation of a strong identity for our new group, to 
thereby boost our ongoing publicity and fundraising programmes. 

We are very grateful to Helen Paterson at Dalbeattie High School for encour-
aging her students to take part in the competition ; and also to Chris Staple, a 
graphic artist and red squirrel supporter from Somerset, who voluntarily pre-
pared the logo for publishing. “
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Activities in and Around Dalbeattie 11 to 19 August

Our Fundraising and Community Engagement members were extremely busy during the 
third week in August, beginning with Civic Day in Colliston Park. The weather held out dur-
ing the day, and a stream of people visited the group’s stall to discuss the work being done 
and to take part in the activities, which included colouring and mask making for the 
younger visitors. £33 was raised on the day.


During the evening of 12th August, wooden red squirrels appeared in the trees of the Town 
Wood, heralding the start of our Red Squirrel Trail, which was in place throughout the fol-
lowing week. It proved very popular with all age groups, and 115 entry forms were sold. It 
was lovely to see so many families out enjoying the forest and searching for squirrels, 
wooden and real.





              


The winners of the prize draw were: Rebecca Bryson, Kali Murray, Madison and Josh, 
Jamie, Lily Streets and Kate Wilkinson. Congratulations to all of them, and thank you to all 
those who took part. We have been asked to organise more similar events, so watch this 
space! Thanks to Dalbeattie Visitor Information Point, McCowan’s, Colvend Store and 
Sandyhills Bay Caravan Park for selling the trail forms, and to Castle Douglas Garden 
Centre and SACS for providing prizes.


We took over the Pop Up Shop on the Thursday to Saturday, where we had a tombola, 
activities for children, including storytime and a bric-a-brac sale - many thanks to Colvend 
Church for donating much of the stock. Also thanks to the other donors and helpers, who 
helped to raise the grand total of £248.20, and to Jas P Wilson for the use of the shop.


Finally, to round off the week, we took a stall at Haugh of Urr Fete, where we were able to 
converse with people from a wide area and distribute more Garden Survey questionnaires, 
as well as raising another £92.45.


.....And so ended a very enjoyable and successful round of activities with £488.65 raised!
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Funding Boost for Solway Forests Red Squirrel Network 




Mia Misso receives the cheque from Jamie Carruthers of RASWS, with (from left to right) 
Sarah Cooper from Saving Scotland’s Red Squirrels, and Carol Morgan and Kristine Filer 
from SFRSN

               

Solway Forests Red Squirrel Network has received an important donation of 
£200 from Red Alert South West Scotland to continue a major fundraising 
drive.


The new funding will allow the group to purchase camera equipment to mon-
itor the movement and location of both red and grey squirrels.


Jamie Carruthers of Red Alert South West Scotland said:

“I am delighted that Red Alert South West Scotland is able to support the 
Solway Forests Red Squirrel Network. The Network’s contribution to the con-
servation of the red squirrel is vitally important if this endangered species 

is to continue to thrive in Dumfries and Galloway.”
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Saving Scotland’s Red Squirrels Update

Red squirrels are continuing to thrive in the Solway Forests but, unfortunately, they are 
now coming under increasing threat from the invasive American grey squirrels. Last month 
a member of the public found a dead red squirrel in Mabie Forest and got in touch with 
Saving Scotland’s Red Squirrels (SSRS).  The body of the red squirrel was sent to the Roy-
al (Dick) Veterinary School in Edinburgh for post mortem examination and following patho-
logical verification, it was concluded that the cause of death was squirrelpox.  The squir-
relpox virus is carried by the introduced grey squirrel without causing them harm, but the 
disease is deadly to our native reds.  This sad incident occurred just weeks after 34 grey 
squirrels were removed from a nearby broadleaf woodland site.  Subsequent trapping in 
Mabie Forest resulted in the capture of only one grey squirrel, but sadly it does only take 
one pox carrying grey squirrel to pass the disease along.  Fortunately, no other sick red 
squirrels were observed during work in the forest and there have been no further reports of 
sick red squirrels from the public. With healthy red squirrels still abounding in Mabie Forest 
it is hoped that this was an isolated incident for the Solway Forests.  


In recent years grey squirrels have slowly gained a foothold in the Solway Forests and this 
year small numbers of grey squirrels have also been removed from Dalbeattie Forest, Kip-
pford and Rockcliffe.  A larger number of grey squirrels have been removed from sites 
along the New Abbey stretch of coast and further sightings of greys have been reported in 
and around the village.  It is imperative that anyone feeding red squirrels in their garden 
regularly use an anti-viral cleaner such as Virkon S, as this is one way that we can help 
stop the spread of the deadly squirrelpox virus.  Unfortunately, grey squirrels are sneaking 
into the area and it can take only one pox carrying grey squirrel to visit a garden feeder for 
the disease to be transmitted to subsequently visiting red squirrels.


This year SSRS received funding from Forest Enterprise Scotland to employ a seasonal 
worker to carry out grey squirrel control in the Solway Forests and this funding has come 
at a critical time for the area with the increasing incursion of grey squirrels.  The grey squir-
rel control work of SSRS has been ably supported by dedicated volunteers from the Sol-
way Forests Red Squirrel Network (SFRSN).  This work has helped red squirrels to main-
tain healthy populations in the Solway Forests ensuring that they continue to be loved and 
enjoyed by locals and visitors alike.  SSRS would like to thank all of the SFRSN volunteers 
for their amazing contribution to red squirrel conservation in the Solway Forests.  They are 
working hard to secure the future of this much loved native local.


Dr Stephanie Johnstone

Conservation Officer – South West Scotland

Saving Scotland’s Red Squirrels

  


